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			2024-03-15
		

		Thematic issue: Pop Culture and Audience Reception in a Transnational Context

Of all modes of cultural exchange and diffusion in the last century, pop culture has been among the most dominant, lucrative, and influential in our daily lives. Films, television, music, video games, podcasts, comic books and graphic novels, genre fiction and other categories of pop culture production are constantly transferred and flow between countries and audiences.  At the same time, worldbuilding and storytelling increasingly extend across media platforms (transmedia), which draws in new international communities of users and audiences. But audience reception and the uses of a particular pop culture product can vary enormously across cultures. 
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		C. S. Lewis taught Literature at Oxford and Cambridge Universities for more than forty years. His final academic book, The Discarded Image, was an invocation not to discard the rich heritage of the past; then and now, it calls the readers to consider what he terms their own chronological – and literary – snobbery (Surprised by Joy 207).
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