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1 All Shakespeare quotations are taken from The Wadsworth Shakespeare, ed. by G. Blakemore 
Evans (1997). 
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2 Whether the actors are actually shedding tears onstage in the early modern period is thoroughly 
explored by Matthew Steggle, but that matter is not specifically germane to this essay. 
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3 Alison Findlay makes the intriguing point regarding court performances of 1 Henry IV that ‘When 
[the play’s] ceremonies are reproduced within the court walls . . . the King’s Men offered the king 
(if he were present) and his courtiers the opportunity to re-view their actions  . . . as though from the 
outside’ (90). 
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4 Harold Jenkins also records that Falstaff often uses this phrase, but in the context of arguing that 1 
Henry IV methodically anticipates 2 Henry IV (104). 
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5 Peter Saccio notes that Warwick historically was a supporter of Hal’s, particularly on the council 
in 1410-1411 (60). 
6 As Saccio mentions, ‘Neville’ is actually Westmoreland’s surname (60). 



GARY HARRINGTON 

59 

 
7 Steggle (39-56, passim) relays much information about how actors in Shakespeare’s day generated 
tears, including at least the possibility of the trusty onion (54-56), adding that ‘weeping is a very 
common phenomenon on the early modern stage’ (56). 
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8 This positive outlook towards Hal’s attitude to Henry during their interview in 2 Henry IV is 
widespread; another example appears in Coppelia Kahn’s referring to the moment as Hal's ‘moving 
confession of love and loyalty’ (76). 
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9 Ornstein makes the valuable point that ‘Only once in both parts of Henry IV does Hal address 
Henry as “father,” and even then he thinks the King may be dead: “My gracious lord! my father!”’ 
(165). 
10 As Saccio notes, Henry IV’s Chief Justice, William Gascoigne, wasn’t retained in office by the 
historical Henry V (61). 
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